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What is a Data File Profile 
Standard?

• Detailed description of a data file format
• Includes specific details for creation of data 

field “boxes”
• It does not necessarily include details 

regarding the contents of data field “boxes” 
(the scientific contents)
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Why a Data File Profile 
Standard?

Short Answer: Ease use of data across 
multiple data files

In Aura’s case, all instruments adopted the 
standards for our Level 2 files
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Why a Data File Profile 
Standard? – Long Answer

• HDF-EOS constrains data placement, but allows 
much flexibility

• By creating standard
– Only need one standard library
– Ease software development for reading multiple 

instruments’ files
– Data sets are easier to understand (what learn about 

one, pertains to others)
– Identified attributes which enhance data automation and 

understanding
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What do Aura Guidelines 
Encompass?

• Identify underlying library (HDF-EOS5)
• Specifics for creating data boxes
• Identified data overlap between instruments and 

created “standard boxes” for them
• Not only identified “data boxes” but also attributes
• Require strict adherence

(More details on poster)
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What Does Poster Include?

• Complete summary of Aura Guidelines
• Overview of the Aura Guidelines Creation 

Process (grassroots effort from Aura Data 
System Working Group)

• A graphical representation of the Aura File 
Structure

• Specifics on 3 levels of attributes, subsets of 
Geolocation and Data Field guidelines


